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A DEVELOPMENT MODEL OF GREEN TOURISM FOR
RURAL REVITALIZATION AND ITS
PRACTICAL APPLICATION
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SUMMARY

1. TITLE

A DEVELOPMENT MODEL OF GREEN TOURISM FOR RURAL

REVITALIZATION AND ITS PRACTICAL APPLICATION

2. RESEARCH OBJECTIVE

This research is to establish a theme-type tourist village model and
provide ways to practically apply it so as to revitalize the existing
tourist farm through the emerging concept of green tourism(rural

tourism).

3. RESEARCH RESULTS

Historical background with which green tourism (GT) had emerged
in Korea is taken into consideration in this research. Cases of Germany,
France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, and Japan are studied to learn

the current situations of GT and to find out their implications to Korea.

This research also traces the theoretical development of GT. In this
process, many confusing concepts, such as sustainable tourism,

alternative tourism, agricultural tourism, rural tourism, and eco—tourism,

—ix_



are discussed, and it is found that they do not have serious essential

discrepancies among them.

Characteristics of GT are discussed and, moreover, elements which
need to be emphasized in promoting Korean GT are identified. The
Korean GT has potentials for the tourism at large as well as for

creating demands on rural tourism.

The existing policy programs towards tourist farm are assessed,
focusing on the changes of policy objectives and policy contents. Also,
using survey analysis, management conditions and relations with
neighboring villages of currently operating tourist farms are discussed. The
results of this research show that, although the tourist farms have few, if
any, connections with the neighboring villages and are separately operated
by owners, they have great potentials for developing rural tourism
infrastructure. In order to grasp more recent policy situations surrounding
GT, this research takes a close look at some management cases of central

government, local governments, civil organizations, and villages.

Judging from the synthesization of the evaluation results of tourist
farms with recent situations of GT, it is necessary that a tourist farm
shall be one nucleus establishment creating close network with
neighboring farm-stays or rural villages and also having its own
unique themes-and this total unit will form another network with outer

world. This way will be substantially effective to Korean GT.

This research proposes a "theme farm village model”, in which tourist
farm strengthens its tie with neighboring villages. Some theoretical

issues are taken into consideration at first, and then the research



derives the methods to establish a village being equipped with special
theme, a theme farm village model focusing upon visitors’ experience of
the carefully selected theme, and some necessary elements for
successful realization of the model. The model is applied to three

villages.

A few policy suggestions to put GT model to practical use are
proposed. What the state needs to do through direct involvement are to
put efforts at demand expansion on GT, to clean and beautify the rural
environmental settings, to build more urban-rural exchange facilities,

and so on.

What is more important, however, is to create the network. In order
for the GT to be vitalized, great concerns need to be paid to the
networking through internet. Here is proposed the networking through
the creation of portal sites and the creation of homepage for each GT
operation unit. Another policy suggestion to overcome the obstacles at
the wvillage level in promoting GT 1is to strengthen the off-line

networking.

4. SUGGESTIONS FOR APPLICATION

The theme-type tourist village model proposed in this research will
be applied as a relevant reference in planning and realizing rural
tourism at the village level. Furthermore, it will be applicable as an
evaluation guide in selecting exemplar villages.

Those contents proposed at the section of putting the model to

practical use will be also applicable by central or local governments.
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