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SUMMARY

I. Research Subject

A Systemic Approach to the Sustainable Development of Rural Villages

II. Objectives of Research

The aims of this research are to examine the sustainable development of rural
villages and to suggest several related programs, including some methods and
techniques of making the rural villages environmentally sound and sustainable.

Particularly sub-objectives are as follows,

What is a systemic approach to the sustainable development of rural villages?

i

[s the existing rural villages in Korea environmentally sound and sustainable?

{

What model could be proposed for environmentally sound and sustainable rural

villages?

{

How can the environmentally sound and sustainable rural development be put

into actual policy?

- vii -



M. Contents and Scope

of Research

scope of researc

need of a systemic
approach to the
sustainable rural
development and its
operational concept

-characteristics of existing rural development approach
and its problems

~definition of the systemic approach to the rural
development

-definition of the environmentally sound and sustainable
rural villages

-development of indicators estimating environmental
soundness and sustainability

the 1st -selection of villages for case study
vear analysis of -environmental soundness and sustainability in rural
(1999) . \ . .
environmental soundness | village under the existing policy program
and sustainability in | * socio-economic dimension
case study villages » physical dimension
» ecological dimension
-directions of development planning in the case study
a model of sustainable | villages
rural village planning | -plan-making of environmentally sound and sustainable
rural villages
methods and techniques | -methods and techniques of planning
of environmentally sound | « according to the characteristics of physical/ecological
and sustainable rural planning factors in villages
he Znd planning » according to the locational characteristics of villages
t';;a;1 feasible ways to putting |-application of the environmentally sound and sustainable
(2000) the environmentally rural village development system in actual policy and

sound and sustainable
rural village
development system into
political practice

programs

-ways to residents’ having the initiative
development process

-amendment of related laws and acts

in rural

IV. Research Findings and Availability

1. Research Findings

All activities connected to the planning or the development of rural village

are considered in ’‘a system’ in this research, In this meaning ’‘the systemic

- viii -



approach to the sustainable development of rural villages’ is deeply related to
the implementation of rural development policy, and can be divided into three
categories; policy-making system, planning system, and actual program-implementation
system,

In order to find out the tangible way how the rural villages could be developed
and improved in an environmentally sustainable manner, this research reviewed the
various projects having been recently implemented by local government, citizen
groups, and villagers themselves in rural Korea. Especially, “New Rural/Fishing
Village Making Drive”(NRVD), a project of Kangwon-Do Province, though not directly
aimed at environmental or ecological sustainable development of the village,
gives us meaningful insights to rural development since the villagers of the
project area are encouraged to voluntarily participate in the process of their
village development and to have the initiatives in decision-making and
implementation. The opportunities of villagers participation in rural development
process as the case of Kangwon-Do Province may make it easier to achieve the
environmentally sustainable way of rural development than ever before, so this
research looked into the NRVD project in detail.

In addition to this, we also reviewed the policies, programs and cases related
to sustainable rural development in other countries, such as Germany, US, Japan,
France, and EU. Through these reviews of domestic and foreign cases, we commonly
found out the fact that in order to enhance the environmental and ecological
sustainability in rural areas, the new approach is needed in which the rural
villagers can participate actively in the process of planning and implementation
of projects while the government(central/local) presents a guide for sustainable

rural village and provides administrative and financial support to them.

- ix -



To assess the degree of environmental soundness and sustainability of existing
rural villages in Korea and to develop them environmentally sound and sustainable,
major planning factors should be designed. Many preceding studies and reports
carried out by local or central governments, NGOs, and academics were applied to
this research in devising such planning factors. And more detailed indicators,
connected to these planning factors, that are needed to evaluate the existing
environmental condition of rural villages were established through survey into
the experts such as government officers, researchers and professors, engaging in
related fields.

Five villages in rural Korea were selected for case study area to investigate
environmental soundness and sustainability, For five villages, we examined the
characteristics of socio-economic, physical, and ecological dimensions, Especially,
in dealing with physical dimension, the important things are the issues related
to buildings, garbage disposal, water supply, sewage treatment, energy, road/
traffic systems, and land use, while wildlite, landscape, and biotop(greenway,
river, pond, marshland, and so on) are major factors in ecological dimension,

Based upon the results observed from the case study villages and the planning
example of two villages, this research worked out models for sustainable rural
village development. Two villages were Kyo-ro Village at Dangjin County in Chung
Cheong Nam-Do Province and Yong-mun Village at Yangpyung County in Kyonggi-Do
Province, These two cases respectively represent a different type of rural
villages, with one having been formed for a long period of time, while the other
newly created by public investment, so they might exemplify relevant models for
development project in rural villages according to their locational characteristics,

economic base, and so on.



Judging from effects of existing rural development strategies and the facts
derived from case studies, in order to make rural villages more environmentally
sound and sustainable in reality than ever before, it is needed that paradigm and
objectives of rural development policy should change above anything else through
recognition of the multi-functionality of agriculture and rural areas., In
addition, changes in the mode of rural development should be made and the rural
development system ought to be constructed in which villagers are encouraged to
participate voluntarily and actively in the development process.

To strengthen the rural villagers’ development capacity, it is important that
we should not only solve the urgent problems prevalent all over the rural areas,
but also try to find out the realistic way to reform their dependent attitude to
government in rural development projects by getting them some learning
experiences and opportunities to make an effort to meet their own needs, It would
be desirable for government authorities to set out such a program as “Making a
Sustainable Rural Village” which contains financial, administrative, and technical
support measures offered to the rural villages of which villagers have strong
will to planning and develop their villages environmentally sound and sustainable.

We also recommend that the authorities concerned should carry out new policy
programs such as “Comprehensive Enterprise for Rural Natural Environment” (CERNE),
"Rural Landscape Refinement Project”(RLRP), and so on. CERNE program might be
aimed at developing rural areas preserving their natural resources and ecosystems
s0 as to meet multi-functionality. In implementing RLRP program, several practical
and available measures could be adopted like “Green Fence Building Drive”,

“Beautiful Roof Making Drive”, etc.
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2. Availability of Research

Methods and Techniques proposed in this research in making rural villages
sustainable could be practically applied as guide to community/rural planning
when governments, villagers, or professionals implement such projects., Besides,
some programs suggested as actual means to building an environmentally sound and
sustainable rural communities might be adopted as formal public policy by central
or local governments,

- contribution of paradigm change for rural planning fields

- provision of guide for sustainable rural planning

- suggestion of concrete rural development program

- xii -
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