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<Abstract>

A Study on the Introduction of Farm Helper System

Farm helper system refers to the system which helpers work for farmers on
condition of charging fee, when farmers have to stop temporarily their farm work or
housework because of congraturations and condolences, childbirth, education, disease,
holiday, and so on. The farm helper system has been developed for a long time in
European countries. But, Korea is just preparing the introduction of farm helper
system now.

The main purposes of this study were as follows: 1) to identify the current
conditions and problems of existing farm helper related systems; 2) to investigate the
farm helper system of major foreign countries; 3) to survey farmers’ opinions on
farm helper system; 4) to prepare the framework, concrete contents, and operation
method of farm helper system.

The major research methods of this study were mailed survey and the collection
of existing related data. The mailed survey was administered by the correspondents
and their wives of Korea Rural Economic Institute to provide data on farmers’
opinions on farm helper system. The number of sample in the mailed survey were
1,000 persons(500 correspodents and 500 their wives). The recovery rate of the
mailed survey was 54.2%. The collection of existing related data was conducted by
investigating the data of related governmental organizations and research institutes.
Descriptive statistics(such as frequencies, percentage, means) and cross-classification
tables were used to organize and summarize the data of mailed survey.

The farm helpers were classified into various groups according to the types of
farm work and the source of the helper service.

In this study, dairy farm helper system, Agricultural Cooperatives’ helper system

for farm women, and the introduction plan for farm helper system of Ministry of

- 118 -



Agriculture and Forestry were investigated in order to identify the current conditions
and problems of existing farm helper related systems in Korea.

According to the result of the mailed survey, the types of farm helper which
farmers need were general farm helper(43.7%), special farm helper(21.0%), and
nursing helper(19.1%). 91.4 percent of the respondents expressed use intention of the
farm helper system. About two thirds of the respondents wanted 20,000 won or less
as an adequate fee for farm helper sevice per day.

The chapter 6 was devoted to the suggestion for the introduction and management
methods of farm helper system. Three management methods of farm helper system
were suggested. Also, in chapter 6, the methods to improve the existing farm helper
related systems were explained. In chapter 7, the selection of farm helpers and
education, the compensation of accident and disaster, and conflict adjustment methods

were suggested.

Researcher : Myoung-Chae Joung, Dae-Shik Park
E-mail Address : pds8382@kreisun.krei.re.kr
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