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SUMMARY

SUMMARY

| . Title

A Study on Modification of Seafood Quality Certification System in Korea

Il. Research Objectives

With an attempt to increase income of seafood producers and to provide
consumers with safe seafood, seafood quality certification system has
implemented 10 years before. But the quality certification system has not yet
institutionalized.

The reason can be found in the technological and institutional aspects. First of
all, as of technological, the number of goods to be applied to seafood quality
certification system have limited. Second, the standard of certification is not clear
and vague. Third, consuming pattern of consumers has been rapidly diversified
but the technology has not catched up the consumers behavior.

As of the institutions, above of all consumers hasn’t recognised the seafood
quality control system due to lack of active public relations. And second,
consumer confidence has been fragile, It's because of loosened post-management
and less strict screening of raw material.

Therefore, it has been asked that standard of seafood quality certification
adjusts to the level of international standard and the coverage of seafood

products applied to the quality control widen to reflect that consumers’ changed
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consuming pattern. In addition, it is needed that the standard of seafood control
system become to measure and an imponderable aspects need to be indexation
for standardization, which makes the standard objective and transparent. At the
same time, setting up the standard of production, manufacture and sanitary and
moreover its concrete action plan will make inspection of seafood quality control
systematic.

In the sense, an objective of the study is to review what seafood is included
in the seafood quality control system and how the seafood is certified under the
system. Furthermore, the study tries to offer three guidelines. First, the seafood
quality system needs to provide a new certification standard, which reflects a
changed consumer pattern as well as an international food standard (CODEX,
TBT, ISO). Second, the standard of seafood quality system needs to be
transparent and clear, which will help raise the consumer confidence and the
efficiency of quality certification. And third, the restructuring of seafood quality
certification will help provide consumer with a safe and high quality of seafood
and at the same time increase income of producer through raising price of its

seafood.

lll. Result of the Research

As food related accidents like food poisoning, BSE and dioxin happen
occasionally, many people are more likely to purchase a safe and credible food
without fear. It is needed to build a safe system of its production, manufacture,
distribution and consumption for seafood.

As the concerns of food safety have increased internationally, Codex plans to
implement a HACCP, which stands for Hazard Analysis Critical Control Points,
to secure food safety. Codex enacts 28 regulations for fishery and seafood and

recommends each nation to make a minimum standard for food safety.
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SUMMARY

Recognizing the importance of food safety, each government implements
various safety certifications for the primary goods and Korea government is
carrying out diverse certifications for agricultural product including agricultural
quality certification system, friendly environment agricultural certification and
superior agricultural system as well as seafood.

In Korea, seafood certification system for quality control is that the
government guarantees the safety for quality of a certain seafood, which aims at
increasing income of producers and at providing consumers with a safe food. It
has been 10 years since the certification has implemented.

However, a result of study shows that business performance of the company
producing the certified seafood has improved better than producing non-certified
seafood before. Also, a company that manufactures a certified seafood more than
50 percent shows improved performances rather than a company which produces
a certified seafood below 50 percent. Therefore, we conclude that seafood
certification system for quality control can increase income of producers.

In comparison with seafood certification system, agricultural products
certification has  systematic management tools including various kinds of
certifications for quality control, a flexible operation of certification criteria, a
specialized work and a strict post- management after sale. The agriculture
certification system, however, has problems with lack of professionals, relatively
low consumer awareness, and with interpretation of its standard voluntarily.

For a standard of seafood certification system, it is pointed that standard of
production-oriented quality examination, of production equipment as well as its
hygiene during production is shortfall and the standard is sometimes translated
voluntarily during examination. Moreover, a evaluation standard of quality and
hazard is not completed in the seafood certification for quality control.

To make clear selection criteria for seafood certification, the obscurity of
standard when selecting as certification seafood and the case of translating the
standard on own will are, above all things, solved. Furthermore, the standard

of selection needs to be dual in a coming future.
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There are various reasons why the seafood certification system does not make
popular. We find out the reason in the manufacture that puts a limitation on
the seafood to be selected as certification goods. In addition, we recognize that
it is due to careless post-management, complicating and dual structure when
applying to certification permission and lack of information in a certification
mark.

As of its operation, a lack of systematic education on the seafood certification,
closed production information to the public and an ineffective work sharing are
pointed out the obstacle to develop the seafood certification system.

For social psychology, we find that consumer’s apathy to seafood certification,
Korean consumer’s preference to live and fresh fish and no difference between
the certified and non-certified seafood.

With these problems mentioned above, the basic direction to restructure the
seafood certification system is to secure safety of the certified seafoods and to
make clear the standard of quality certified, which will help inform consumers
of superiority of quality of the certified seafood and build solid consumer
confidence.

In addition, we propose considering international standards as well as the
certification systems related to seafood quality control and doing benchmark the
superiority of agricultural products quality certification system. It will help
complement the loopholes in the law and institution of seafood quality
certification. In order to activate the system, standard of the certification and of
selection needs to strengthen. Also, seafood quality certification council plays a
more important role and gradually transfers the function of seafood quality
certification to private institutions.

In detail, we present five solutions to restructure the seafood quality
certification system. First of all, our study suggests that unification of
certification system of seafood and the indigenous seafood, which are authorized
separatively and second, the number of certified seafood increases and third,

safety standard for each certified product is in need and forth, size standard for
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SUMMARY

certified products needs to be in more detail and specification. And last and
finally, we requested of adding an extra standard to the existing quality
certification system.

To sum up, our study concluded that it is needed introduction of various
certification system like sale certification system, site certification system, the
expansion of role of seafood quality certification council, transfer the work of
seafood quality certification to private institution as well as the Korea
government’s driving active policy on quality certification. And finally, we
suggested to consider closely connecting the indigenous product of municipal

corporation.
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