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ABSTRACT

The Present State of and Policy Improvement Plans for the Aged
in Rural Areas

Background of Research

With the rapid aging of the rural population, the need for welfare policy
for security for the aged in rural regions has been recognized beyond the
policy focusing on production support centered on full-time farmers. Previous
studies on the elderly in rural areas tend to divide them into a group that
needs economic activities and income support and a group that needs welfare
services. However, most of rural elderly people who have farmed all their
lives cannot receive benefits of a public pension and have economic difficulty
in their old age. Therefore, policy support will be necessary to secure a
minimum income to maintain their everyday lives with things to do for their
remaining years in the regions where they have lived.

Research Methods

This study examined the living conditions and economic activities of
elderly people in rural areas through the literature review, a secondary
analysis of data made public, and interviews, and proposed policy directions
and tasks for improvement. To analyze the living conditions, we utilized
source data including the Survey of Living Conditions of the Aged (2014) and
the Farm Household Economic Survey (2014), and interviewed 10 rural
elderly people and 2 social workers at a senior welfare center. For a case
research, we also visited Sangho Village and Dure Farm in Wanju-gun and
the field of the program of vegetable garden instructors in Gochang-gun
Social Welfare Center.



Vi

Research Results and Implications

According to the results of data analysis of this study, the number of
people aged 65 or over who live in eup (town) and myeon (township) areas
is 2 million, 30% of Korea's total aged population. Women account for
59.5%, and the older, the more serious the gender imbalance becomes. Seven
of 10 people aged 80 or over are women. 9.2% of elderly men and 13.6% of
elderly women earn an annual household income of less than 7.54 million
won, the level of a single-person household's minimum cost of living.
Although 56.7% of elderly men and 36.9% of elderly women are currently
working, their participation rate in government-supported jobs in eups and
myeons (7.6%) is lower than that in dongs (20.1%). In the Farm Household
Economy Survey (2014) data excluding single-person households, farm
operators aged 70 or over account for 41.4%, their average annual income is
22.616 million won, and the proportion of agricultural income is only 28.6%.
Single-person households comprise 16.0% of aged people engaged in
agriculture, forestry, and fisheries who live in eups and myeons (Survey of
Living Conditions of the Aged, 2014). As for service accessibility, 42.1% of
the elderly have to walk more than 30 minutes to a market or supermarket to
purchase daily goods, and 35.2% of the elderly walk more than 10 minutes to
use public transportation. Through interviews, we classified rural elderly
people's lives into 8 types according to age, economic conditions, health, etc.
Among local governments' cases, participating elderly people's high
satisfaction and performance result from the link between familiar activities to
the rural elderly and income activities, and the projects of their rewarding
activities in communities.

In the policy for the aged in rural areas, groups should be subdivided
according to needs as follows. First, for the group of "elderly people who
need welfare services," it is necessary to improve blind spots in elderly care
currently in operation. The policy for "elderly people who need work" is to
create jobs to do together in communities regardless of economic levels.
"Healthy low-incomers under 70" from 55-year-olds need jobs to secure the
stable income more than 0.7-0.8 million won a month. "Elderly people who
take care of their family member" need emotional and psychological support
because it is difficult to directly lighten the care burden if they think that they
cannot leave their family member in another's care.
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As shown in rural elderly people's life satisfaction survey results that
they are the most dissatisfied with economic unstableness, securing the
income that enables basic living is the most important. Also, services should
be provided to rural areas in terms of equity.

Researchers: Mihyoung Cho, Jiyeon Park
Research period: 2015. 9. - 2015. 12.
E-mail address: mihyoung@krei.re.kr
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