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Condition of Quality of Life in Rural Areas and Resident Satisfaction
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ABSTRACT

Condition of Quality of Life in Rural Areas and Resident Satisfaction

In the year 2013, which is the second year for Korea Rural Economic
Institute (KREI) being designated as ‘institute for support of the committee
for improvement of quality of farmers and fishermen life’, the institute
conducted supporting research activities for promoting effectiveness of the
policy of improvement of quality of life. In 2012, it as an institute
specializing in supporting organized grounds for basic researches whereas this
year was to settle related research activities and to seek for development.
Under this background, this study is to identify the level of quality of life in
rural areas for promoting the policy effectively, and to propose improvement
measures on the major policies by inspection and appraisal. In detail, the
study is divided into 4 subjects in 2013; (1) Research and analysis on current
situation of quality of life in the rural areas from various perspectives, (2)
Inspection and appraisal on execution of service standards for the areas, (3)
Effect evaluation on the rural community (mental health center, emergency
support center for migrated women, energy, housing voucher program), (4)
Indepth evaluation for each political program (rural industry acceleration,
systematic management and practical use of amenities in the rural areas).

The core purpose of this study is to provide basic infrastructure with
regards to the policy on improvement of quality of life by researching and
analyzing current situation, transition situation, residents’ satisfaction, and etc
in the rural area from the various perspectives. In order to do so, the current
situation regarding population, jobs, living environment is identified by
various statistics. Followed by the last year, the ‘index for quality of life and
regional development in 2013’ is drawn to identify quality of life and level of
regional development by city and rural municipality. The level of satisfaction
on subjective quality of life of the rural residents is identified by survey on
the areas more extensive than the last year. Lastly, the issues of policy on
improvement of quality of life and improving measures are drawn to
conclusion based on the foregoing research and analysis.

By the statistics of current situation of quality of life of rural residents,
various aspects including population, housing, economy, industry, health,
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welfare, education, culture, and environment are reviewed. Elderly population
is rapidly increasing in the rural areas where the ratio of vulnerable social
group such as recipients of national basic livelihood guarantees and
living-alone senior citizens is relatively high. For housing, self-owned housing
yet many aged housing marked high while many households did not meet the
minimum dwelling standards. From the perspective of employment and
industry, the ratio of full-time employees is high in the rural areas but the
company size and remuneration are low resulting in bad quality of
employment compared to that of cities. In addition, amenities regarding
medical treatment, welfare, education, culture, and etc seem be abundant in
quantity compared to the population but accessibility is low. As identified, the
rural areas have decent environmental condition compared to cities yet lack in
many aspects.

The current situation of quality of life in the rural areas is comprehensively
reviewed by adjusting and utilizing the ‘index for quality of life and regional
development’. The major differences are found in the level of quality of life
and development for different regions and in 7 categories of quality of life.
As similar to the last study’s findings, the rural areas still fell behind cities,
and especially the quality of life in Jeonla province and central inland areas
is relatively low. As of now, it is found that improvement of quality of life
and regional development is most closely related to living environment. In
other words, it implies that improvement of living condition such as housing,
lifestyle base, and basic living service can lead to improvement of quality of
residents’ life. It is required to calculate more simple and clear data to
represent the quality of life in the rural areas for promoting policies on
quality of rural residents life more efficiently in the future. With the
foregoing, it is expected that the policies can be continuously promoted
coping with the changes in the rural areas by conducting continuous
monitoring based on the same standards.

As a result of survey taken for the rural residents in 20 different places as
expanded from 10 places last year, the level of happiness and satisfaction on
housing is revealed as relatively positive. The level of satisfaction on
environment, health, welfare, regional community, and education is relatively
high whereas that for culture, leisure, regional economy, housing, and living
environment is relatively low. The difference in level of satisfaction depends
on attributes of individuals (households) rather than the development level of
municipalities. For the villages with increasing population and major villages,
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the overall satisfaction level is high except for the field of environment and
regional community. The level of resident satisfaction in terms of ‘house and
living infrastructure’, ‘education’, ‘welfare’ and ‘culture and leisure’ was
higher in central villages, especially those with large population. The level of
satisfaction of residents who lives quite far from local center(municipal
office), that is with worse accessibility, turned out to be lower in terms of
‘house and living infrastructure’, ‘welfare’ and ‘culture and leisure’. The
migration intention of residents is low whereas the major reasons for migration
seekers are disadvantages or inconvenience in living infrastructure, income,
education for children, and medical service. The residents in general feel
uncomfortable for inconvenient accessability of transportation.

In order to promote on policies on improvement of quality of life more
effectively, the function and activities of the improvement on quality of life
committee and secretariat need to be materialized. It maybe more realistic
alternative that the Ministry of agriculture, forestry, and food as an assistant
administrator enhance resource distribution such as finances and human
resources with stronger political will. It is required for permanently established
special agencies to conduct continuous activities while forming an organization
and establishing operation system is also required to closely cooperate with an
inspection & evaluation group (tentative title) and local authorities. The year
2014 is the year when evaluation on the 2nd stage of ‘basic plan for
improvement on quality of life’ is taken place, and also the 3rd stage 5 year
plan is established. The 3rd stage plan needs to be geared up with the expert
groups for each region and field, and more importantly should include the
voices of residents in the rural areas.

Researchers: Mi-Ryung Song, Jae-hun Sim, In-hye Kwon, Seung-chul Noh
and Kyeong-Seon Ryu

Research period: 2013. 4.~2013. 12.

E-mail address: mrsong@krei.re.kr
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E2-9 £5WJTSH U4 2 Sei8
&= A=y 5 - H
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- 53] oA e Y=l Y 29 vl Eo] gE A 94 Hloﬂ A =&
A Z Yeh FTojE A9 tiEst 71 AYE 3 =go] Ha3
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¥ 2-14. XY oFol Ryd
(H9]: ), %)
- . e FAe | A% T4 | aFAF
AR ke A | ASE A A
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- (100) (77.8) (8.3) (13.9)
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2] HEA|
(100) (78.6) (10.8) (10.7)
ExRaA 374,211 299,684 24747 49,780
(100) (80.1) (6.6) (13.3)
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- TA9) HlE] FojE X Yol mHATF e HE A uHsH 5-H
ol ZAxRY HEo] v At & 4 low, uelA o] fish B
A @ o7 MHx F9o FFo] BoT AoFE HY
T 2-15. S-2-H 73 72y J17 £
(G9): H 7FE, %)
| A LR 19 | 2a | s | 49 | 59 |69l o
. 17,339 ogo | 4142 [ 4205 | 3696 [ 3898 [ 1078 241
(100) (239) | (243) | (21.3) | (225) 6.2) (1.4)
= | 14031 o7y | 3244 3154 [ 3120 [ 3373 892 190
° (100) ' (23.1) | (225) | (222) | (240) | (6.4) (1.4)
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N 1,821 . 552 651 277 213 38 28
- (100) ) (30.3) | (35.7) | (152) | (11.7) (4.8) (15)

F dubrg g 4.

AF: A 010), TFFEFZA}

O fEygty] F8 = oF 14677 2o|H, A9 76.7%7F 3L w3 Wl
9.9%°} 13.3%7} Jom, F8 HFEL TA H|F| Foj& X Yo] =11
E3)] WA FUARFEL 1073%E /TR T Feo £71 o &

E2-16. Xof¥ Fe £ 3 Fef 235
(49 A =, A 7H %)
TR At 5 % W
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A 17.339 14,031 1,487 1,821
seortT (100) (80.9) (86) (10.5)
FEUH TS 84.6 80.3 98.2 107.3
T FHEFGE = FFHF/LRIF4100
A2 EA43(2010), ﬂ?%@%&}
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O U 7}9] oF Auk H9Ql 47.1% 7} o} utE AF8lal 3o ol E
F Hgo] TAI A= Al o] <2l Wb WM = dEFeo] o g
S ZA sk

- TN olFET} ARt o] A4S At A", gAYl FE 5 I
FUS ¥3st= 4 F 7MY 2 60% 7 BTl Ao Qo)
- o E GEFH HE0] 40% oo WA= 792% % AGEE
T FA z}o)l &5 H el
¥ 2-17. s-5-He FEHFHY I £
(&9 A A4 %)
Bl O &
b [s] —7‘E—IH
A 517 o =) HIAFE | 0] 99
) E| "E;‘u o}3E ‘E; ﬂﬁf A& U | AA
T T = T = = el
T =
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b (100) | (98.0) | (396) | (47.1) (2.9) (7.2) 1.2 | 20
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