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Development of Guidelines for Urban Recreational

Forest Design Standards
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SUMMARY

I. Title
Development of Guidelines for Urban Recreational Forest Design Standards
II. Objective and Need of Research

The leisure time that has increased due to economic development and stress coming
from the city life has increased the desire for health and recreation. Also the
increasingly diverse and fast paced society has transformed the demands of urbanites
from the traditionally static and passive recreation to various types of recreation that
require dynamic and active participation.

From the strong desire for these types of recreation, urbanites are preferring places
that are near enough for the city for one-day trips while being able to experience
nature in family-oriented activities. However, because the existing sightseeing and
recreational facilities such as city parks, nature parks, resorts etc. are not satisfying the
changing recreational style, there is an absolute demand for a new concept of
recreational space.

Also because mountains that are owned by individuals are usually confined and
limited, the production of wood and other products through intensive management is
difficult and generally unprofitable, and neglected. —Therefore a pivotal management
strategy that can guarantee profitability is necessary.

But, not only are the forests located in city outskirts are under restricted
development and have multiple complicated legal and systematic limitations that hinder
development, there are areas that have high recreational value but can not be utilized
because of the absence of various tourism and recreational laws such as city park laws
and nature park laws. The objective of this project is to fulfill these social demands
and develop city outskirts for recreational purposes ,and analyze legal and systematic
problems to build the concept of a new recreational space and prepare development

guidelines and design standards to execute the project.
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III. Research content and scope

Types of urban recreational forests & design standards
- related regulations & case studies
- functional classification of urban recreational forests
- optimization of introduced activities & facility standards
Preparation of base facilities design standards
- parking lot/road/pathways/plaza/boundary & slope treatment facilities
Preparation of management and service support facility design standards
- visitor center/ sales facilities / signs
Preparation of recreation and convenience facility design standards
- forest bathing and picnic area/family camping area/ forest playground
facilities
/forest exercise facilities
Preparation of selected special facilities design standards
- forest small zoo /pet zoo /nature learning facilities/camping area
- rock garden/wetland garden/aroma garden/forest arboretum
- exercise facilities/ artificial rock climbing area/archery range/ sledding

slopes/ in-line skating, boarding area/ park golf courses

IV. Research results and proposals for utilization

From the strong desire for these types of recreation urbanites are preferring places
that are near enough for the city for one-day trips while being able to experience
nature in family-oriented activities. Although the forests in Kyunggi-Do are emphasized
as having the function of catering to 200million as a environmental forests, due to
many obstacles the forests are being virtually neglected.

As a matter of fact on weekends the forests in the outskirts of cities get big
crowds, but parking problems, rest areas, sanitary problems etc. are serious and
urgently need maintenance. The obstacles of developing the forests nearby cities for
recreational purposes are proximity issues, profitability, insufficient legality, geographical
issues etc. but the legal issues is probably the biggest obstacle. The existing recreation
development laws are Nature Park Laws, City Park Laws, Forest Laws, Tourism
Promotion Laws, Countryside Rehabilitation Act, Juvenile Act etc. all have its own

essential objectives and functions so they are not appropriate in developing suburban



forests for recreational purposes. Therefore the concept of park system was established
and a developmental direction is presented in order to develop forests in city outskirts.
Also analyze forest condition and maintenance situation, analyze surveys for leisure and
recreation space users and review laws and regulations etc and propose the conclusion

and policies as followed.

1. Recreation demand increase and leisure form changes

The demand of recreational space of urbanites is increasing and diversifying. Also
the characteristics of recreation is changing towards a more family—oriented and nature
friendly form of forest recreation such as recreational forests and forest bathing areas.
The way the forest of city outskirts are being used is a more of a daily recreational

form after work or during weekends than lodging.

2. A systematic approach to urban recreational forests

In order to develop and supply the city outskirt forests for recreational purposes,
after examining tourism and recreation related laws such as Nature Park Laws, City
Park Laws, Forest Laws, Tourism Promotional Laws, Countryside Rehabilitation Act
and Juvenile Act etc., Forest Laws are the most appropriate in managing the areas. In
Forest Laws, there are regulations regarding recreational forests and forest bathing
areas but area, facility standards, distance from the city etc. are a bit far from the
concept of urban recreational forests. Also in forest bathing area, only passive
recreational facilities are allowed instead of active recreational facilities and is not
enough to accommodate the demands of urban recreational forests therefore it would

be helpful to establish regulations on a new recreational system.

3. Establishing the concept of urban recreational forest

To organize the concept of urban recreational forest, the forests that are located in
the city outskirts will provide a one day family-oriented nature experiences and
character building forest recreation and will contribute in preserving nature, bring

profits to the owners of the mountains and ultimately develop regions and more.

4. Urban recreational forest developmental direction
Urban recreational forests need to be developed in a nature—friendly manner that will
reserve the ecological resources, and become an arena to settle facilities and programs

for a healthy recreational culture for learning while being able to build identity and
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instill a sense of family in a society that is transforming daily. Also through linked
development with limited farmland, there will be efficient use of land, and indirect
distribution of social facilities through development that will devise regional growth.
Above all there has to be a proposal that will guarantee profit for the mountain owner
and there needs to be policies established for the supply of subsidies, long term loans,
research and development support and tax reductions etc that will take off the burden

of investing.

5. Types of urban recreational forests and facility design standards

Urban recreational forests can be divided into ecological type, waterfront type, city
park type and historical/culture type by the condition of nature and the conditions of
socio—cultural environment. The standards of facilities can be divided in to two types;
the basic facilities that will mimimally show the concept of the urban recreational
forests and selective facilities that depend on the condition of location and scale.
Regardless of the types of the selective facilities there will be common establishments
that will identify urban recreational forests and prevent excessive development. The
developmental costs can be decided in discretion depending on the developmental

condition selective facilities and leave room to develop into a theme park in the future.
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